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How did I choose a research topic? 

Context Personal

Connection Some lessons I learned along the way: 

- The topic is only one component 
- Working with other people implies 

compromise
- There are things I will not work on
- There are people I will not work with
- What you do not want is as important as 

what you want
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Which of these is most important in a 
research community:

1. Hot topics to work on
2. Mentoring events
3. Collaborative opportunities
4. Good teaching materials
5. Conferences/Networking events 

Others? 1.       2.       3.      4.       5.  
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Keep moving, even if slowly! 
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Why is style important? 
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Read a lot (of introductions!)

YouTube 

Twitter 

Talk to peers

Talk to people whose work you like
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And when things go wrong? 

You do not like the topic

Collaboration breakdown

Mental health

Supervisor conflict

Your work keeps getting rejected
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Some reflections… 
Finding a matching topic is important — 

for your daily happiness and for your 
career 

Multidimensional decision
External Factors

A topic is not forever

Your research evolves with the years — 
topic-wise and style-wise

Sometimes the topic finds you 



Research is a conversation

- Stephanie Weirich, PLMW’22



Questions?


